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American Legion Post 299
Moore Haven American Legion Post

299 will meet Friday, Feb. 2 at 6:00 PM
at the Post Building on River Road,  on
the Caloosahatchee River. A super Sup-
per will be served @no charge.  All Vet-
erans, their guests, and all other
interested persons are urged to attend.
Info: Kirby Sullivan, 863-946-2556

COURTESY, GCSO
MOORE HAVEN, FL (Friday,

Jan 26) — Glades County Sheriff
David Hardin announced last
week the arrest of 44-year-old Pa-
tricia F. Yount on charges of
grand theft over $20,000 but Less
than $100,000 (2nd  deg. Felony)
and embezzlement – Making
False Statements in Corporate
Books (3rd deg. Felony).

The charges followed a
lengthy investigation, starting
back in May 2017, of reports that
the Buckhead Ridge VFW had fi-
nancial issues involving the quar-
termaster (Yount).  Detective
Sergeant D. Sherley was assigned
to investigate the case which cul-
minated in last week’s arrest of
Yount. 

After subpoenaing certified

bank records of the VFW and
Yount, the detective calculated
how much and when money had
been taken,  a difficult exerrcise
where falsified bank ledgers were
being shown to other members of
the VFW.

Yount will be held without
Bond until her first appearance
hearing.  

From Florida Farm Bureau Ag Watch

This week, both chambers released their preliminary budget allocations to the appropriations sub-
committees, giving lawmakers and the public an idea of what the budget priorities will be for the
2018-2019 state budget. Here's an update on the budget items we're most concerned about:

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services:
Fresh From Florida: Last year, the Legislature cut the Florida Agricultural Promotional Campaign's

budget in half. In 2015, the Legislature funded Fresh From Florida at nearly $13 million, including $2 mil-
lion for beef marketing. Last year, funding was drastically cut to around $6 million, with only $750,000 in-
cluded for beef marketing. Florida Farm Bureau supports Commissioner Putnam's request of $5 million in
General Revenue for Fresh From Florida to bring funding for the program to a similar level as 2016. In the
budget allocations released this week, the House of Representatives maintained last year's cuts while the
Senate included a small increase for 2018, but reduced the amount of total recurring funds.

Rural and Family Lands Protection Program: The Rural and Family Lands Protection Program also re-
ceived drastic cuts last year, garnering only $10 million - down from $35 million the previous year. This
program is extremely important to land preservation and conservation through working lands easements
that promote sustainable agricultural practices and reasonable protection of our natural resources. This
week, the House maintained last year's funding level of $10 million while the Senate allocated only $5.25
million and $2.25 million for state forest in-holdings.

UF/IFAS:
The House and Senate Higher Education Appropriations Subcommittees rolled out their budget rec-

ommendations this week with a difference of more than $600 million between the two chambers' budgets.
The House proposed a $217 million cut to the State University System while the Senate proposed an in-
crease of $383 million. As you can imagine, UF/IFAS received more funding in the Senate than in the
House. Two projects were completely left out of the House budget - the Geomatics Education Program and
the Horticulture Research, Science and Technology program, which includes funding for the PIE Center.
In the Senate, all five UF/IFAS projects made it into their proposed budget at partial funding levels.

At this point, most of UF/IFAS' budget priorities are in one or both of the budget proposals, meaning the
projects are still alive and in play throughout the budget negotiation process. It seems as though higher ed-
ucation could be a major bargaining chip during the budget negotiation process

Gene McAvoy 

Vice President National Association of County Agricultural Agents
County Extension Director

Regional Vegetable Agent IV 
UF/IFAS Hendry County Extension 

PO Box 68
LaBelle, Florida 33935

Animal control ordinance re-
view now contains 5-day hold

Animal Control Operations are
the subject of a proposed amend-
ment, under drafting, of an that
prescribes a five day holding pe-
riod.  

A roundtable of animal con-
trol/animal welfare stakeholders
tis expected to discuss ways to
improve animal control opera-

tions, revisit the interlocal agree-
ments from 1986 with the cities
of LaBelle and Clewiston, and
suggest revisions to services pro-
vided. 

This direction was given by the
Board of County commissioners
after County Admin. Charles
Chapman provided Commission-

ers with animal control data dat-
ing back to 2015. 

The Board asked that multiple
meetings be conducted that in-
clude stakeholders and the public,
and that these meetings be held
after work hours or on weekends
in order to make the meetings
more accessible to the public. 

Glades makes arrest in embezzling

Congressman Tom Rooney
(FL-17), a senior member
of the U.S. House Intelli-

gence Committee, released the
following statement regarding the
Committee’s memorandum:

“This memo reflects the result
of months of diligent investiga-

tion by the Committee,” Rooney
said. “This is why we voted to en-
sure that every Member of the
House could read and learn for
themselves our findings. As the
Committee determines the most
appropriate process in which to
do so, I support making this

memo available to the American
people. Any delay in the release
of the memo sh ould only be to
protect sensitive sources and
methods of the Intelligence Com-
munity.”

Rooney Statement on Intelligence 
committee memo

House and Senate release
budget allocations

Alert to medical marijuana scams
In light of recent news regarding the disbarment of a lawyer involved in medical marijuana scams, the Florida Department of Health is reminding Florida

residents to use caution to avoid falling victim to medical marijuana scams. In this case, individuals were offering "official legal certifications” for mari-
juana use to patients as well as "grow signs” allegedly permitting patients to grow their own marijuana.

Below are tips to help protect you from scams involving medical marijuana.
Only approved medical marijuana treatment centers are authorized in Florida to dispense medical marijuana to qualified patients and legal representa-

tives. Patients are not allowed to grow marijuana in Florida.
Only qualified physicians are permitted to certify patients for medical marijuana us. Qualified physicians can be searched here
The Office of Medical Marijuana Use, through its contracted vendor Veritec, is the only entity issuing legal identification cards for medical marijuana

in Florida. No other entity is authorized to process applications. Do not provide personal health or credit card information to any entity advertising the abil-
ity to obtain medical marijuana cards.     

To file a complaint against a licensed health care professional, visit the Florida Health Care Complaint Portal here.
To report scams

to the Florida De-
partment of Agricul-
ture and Consumer
Services call 1-800-
HELP-FLA (1-800-
435-7352).

To report fraud to
the Attorney Gen-
eral's office call 1-
866-966-7226.

About the Florida
Department of
Health

The department,
nationally accred-
ited by the Public
Health Accredita-
tion Board, works to
protect, promote and
improve the health
of all people in
Florida through inte-
grated state, county
and community ef-
forts.

Follow us on
Twitter at
@HealthyFla and
on Facebook. For
more information
about the Florida
Department of
Health, please visit
w w w . F l o r i d a -
Health.gov.

Nurse Licensure
Compact offers 
opportunities
On January 19, 2018, applicants and currently li-

censed Florida nurses will be eligible to apply for
a multi-state license under the enhanced Nurse

Licensure Compact, or eNLC.
The eNLC allows registered nurses and licensed prac-

tical nurses who hold licensure in one Compact state to
practice in any of the 27 Compact states without having
to obtain additional licenses. This reduces regulatory re-
quirements by eliminating the need for nurses to obtain
a separate license to practice in different states.

"Florida, along with many states in the U.S., is com-
mitted to addressing nursing shortages,” said State Sur-
geon General and Secretary Dr. Celeste Philip. "By
joining the enhanced Nurse Licensure Compact we are
reducing regulatory burdens on nurses with the goal of
increasing patient access to quality nursing care.”

Florida joined the Nurse Licensure Compact upon the
passage of HB 1061 during the 2016 regular Legislative
Session. The bill was signed into law by Governor Rick
Scott. Senator Denise Grimsley, R-Sebring and Repre-
sentative Cary Pigman, R-Avon Park, sponsored the leg-
islation.

"This Compact will give our nurses the flexibility they
need to perform their high-demand services,” said Sena-
tor Grimsley. "We're also ensuring standards are pre-
served while removing hurdles to first-class care.”

Representative Pigman said, "I'm proud to have spon-
sored this important law that gives great advantage to
nurses in our state and welcomes those highly trained and
skilled nurses from other states to come practice in
Florida. In addition to responding to Florida's nursing
shortage, it removes expensive and time consuming re-
dundancies that nurses have had to pay. This law will re-
duce costs, make nurses' lives easier and improve the
health of Floridians.”

Beginning January 19, Florida will issue a multi-state
license to new applicants who meet the Compact licen-
sure requirements; and, nurses who reside in Florida and
hold an active, unrestricted license will also have the op-
tion to convert from a standard Florida license to a multi-
state license.

For more information regarding the enhanced Nurse
Licensure Compact, please visit the Florida Board of
Nursing web page at http://floridanursing.gov/.

The Florida Department of Health:  The department,
nationally accredited by the Public Health Accreditation
Board, works to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people in Florida through integrated state, county
and community efforts.

Follow us on Twitter at @HealthyFla and on Face-
book. For more information about the Florida Depart-
ment of Health, please visit www.FloridaHealth.gov.


