
For example, a southbound vehicle on 29 approaching Wilson Road, where a Merit Market Shell Station is, finds
there is no left-hand turn in current plans.  Drivers have
to go further southbound to Helms and make a U-turn.
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As planning by DoT goes forward for widening Rte. 29 south of Cowboy Way,
the busy commercial activity on Evans Road needs egress.  On their way to
Immokalee, truckers may find themselves rerouted through detours by the 
current planning carelessness regarding intersections.  
A Ft. Lauderdale lawyer who has experience in transportation litigation, Peter
Waldman, offers to alert local residents to upcoming DoT meetings in LaBelle
and discuss options.  One is expected soon.  Dean Tanner of LaBelle is his 
contact.  Dean can be reached at (239) 250-3998.

“Our analyses under
the Act include
consideration of
observed or likely
environmental ef-
fects related to on-
going and

projected changes in climate. As defined by the In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
“climate” refers to average weather, typically meas-
ured in terms of the mean and variability of tem-
perature, precipitation, or other relevant properties
over time; thus “climate change” refers to a change
in such a measure which persists for an extended
period, typically decades or longer, due to natural
conditions (e.g., solar cycles) or human-caused
changes in the composition of the atmosphere or in
land use (IPCC 2013, p. 1450). Detailed explana-
tions of global climate change and examples of var-
ious observed and projected changes and associated
effects and risks at the global level are provided in
reports issued by the 117CC (2014 and citations
therein). Information for the United States at na-
tional and regional levels is summarized in the Na-
tional Climate Assessment (Melillo et al. 2014
entire and citations therein; see Melillo et al. 2014,
pp.28-45 for an overview). Because observed and
projected changes in climate at regional and local
levels vary from global average conditions, rather
than using global scale projections, we use “down-
scaled” projections when they are available and
have been developed through appropriate scientific
procedures, because such projections provide
higher resolution information that is more relevant
to spatial scales used for analyses of a given species
and the conditions influencing it (See Melillo et al.
2014, Appendix 3, pp. 760-763 for a discussion of
climate modeling, including downscaling). In our
analysis, we use our expertjudgment to weigh the
best scientific and commercial data available in our
consideration of relevant aspects of climate change
and related effects.

“Climate change may result in an increase in the
intensity or frequency of tropical storms and hurri-
canes in Florida. The Atlantic Multi-decadal Oscil-
lation (AMO) influences rain patterns in Florida.
We are currently in an AMO wet phase that is pre-
dicted to persist through 2020 (Miller 2010). The
increased rainfall associated with both of these fac-
tors could reduce our ability to effectively use pre-
scribed burning to manage habitat in optimal
conditions for panthers and their Climate change
may result in an increase in the intensity or fre-
quency of tropical storms and hurricanes in Florida.
The Atlantic Multi-decadal Oscillation (AMO) in-
fluences rain patterns in Florida. We are currently in
an AMO wet phase that is predicted to persist
through 2020 (Miller 2010). The increased rainfall
associated with both of these factors could reduce

our ability to effectively use prescribed burning to
manage habitat in optimal conditions for panthers
and their prey.   Increasedrainfallcouldalsore-
ducetheamountofareasuitableforpantherdenningby
increasing the area covered with standing water or
the duration of inundation of seasonally wet areas.

“It is difficult to estimate, with any degree of pre-
cision, which species will be affected by climate
change or exactly how they will be affected. The
Service will use Strategic Habitat Conservation
planning, an adaptive science-driven process that
begins with explicit trust resource population ob-
jectives, as the framework for adjusting our man-
agement strategies in response to climate change
(Service 2006).”

“CONCLUSION 
“The SR 29 Project will result in a variety of ad-

verse effects to the panther. Approximately 169.04
ac (68.41 ha) of habitat currently used by panthers
and panther prey will be lost, and a permanent re-
duction in the geographic range of the species will
occur. Construction activities associated with the
SR 29 Project will disturb panther and their prey
during construction and may cause them to avoid
the project site during construction. Moreover,
motor vehicle traffic occurring on this section of
SR 29 will increase the potential for panther mor-
tality and injuries resulting from collisions because
panthers attempting to cross the roadway will have
to traverse a wider road corridor. Human activity
and motor vehicle traffic following the completion
of construction will result in ongoing disturbance
to panthers and their prey, and may cause avoid-
ance of the site.

“Finally, while the loss of habitat described
above could increase the potential for interspecific
aggression among panthers, the amount of habitat
lost (169.04 ac [68.41 ha]) is not expected to sig-
nificantly increase the potential for intraspecific ag-
gression.

“The loss of habitat resulting form the project
will be moderated by the acquisition of 2.060 PHUs
ofpantherhabitatfromaServiceapprovedconserva-
tionormitigationbank. Thecompensation site will be
preserved and managed as panther habitat in per-
petuity. This habitat compensation is consistent
with the Service’s goal to locate and preserve lands
containing sufficient area and appropriate cover
types to ensure the long-term survival of the Florida
panther south of the Caloosahatchee River. 

“After reviewing the cunent status of the pan-
ther, the environmental baseline for the action area,
the effects of the proposed action, and the cumula-
tive effects, it is the Service’s biological opinion the
SR 29 Project as proposed is not likely to jeopard-
ize the continued existence of the panther. Critical
habitat has not been designated for the panther.”

Interior department claims climate change affect panthers
in south Florida and should be part of Rte 29 planning

Interior Department Fish and Wildlife G-13 Constance Cassler in the Vero Beach office wrote the following conclusions in
June, 2016 to the Federal Highway administration regarding the widening of Rte. 29.    Excerpts also appear on page 2.

As panthers wan-
der enormous dis-
tances from their
“reserves,” having
devoured food sup-
plies and overpop-
ulated in Hendry
and Collier coun-
ties, the federal In-
terior department
describes its inten-
tions to acquire
more land for
them, and quanti-
fies in mysterious
“habitat units,” its
rationale.

“In our analysis, we
use our expert judg-
ment to weigh the
best scientific and
commercial data
available in our

consideration of rel-
evant aspects of cli-
mate change and
related effects.”

Encountering the feds’ mysterious, and
completely unrealistic, “habitat units”


