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Burn Ban in
Effect for
Hendry
County
SPECIAL TO THE SUNDAY NEWS

LaBELLE, FL (Friday, March
8, 2018) – A burn ban is now in
effect for unregulated fires for all
of Hendry County as dry weather
conditions impact the area.

An unregulated fire means
any outdoor fire, other than a
cook fire, which is not permitted
by a governmental agency. Out-
door fires include, but are not
limited to, bonfires, campfires or
burning of yard debris.

Those who violate the burn
ban can be subject to a civil fine
or charged with a misdemeanor
based on the nature of the viola-
tion.

To obtain a burn permit for
commercial or contractor serv-
ices only, contact the Florida For-
est Service at 239-690-8001.

To report a burn ban violation,
contact the Hendry County Sher-
iff’s Office non-emergency num-
ber at 863-674-5600 or Hendry
County Code Enforcement at
863-675-5247.

The burn ban is in effect until
further notice.

COURTESY, CLEWISTON CHAM-
BER

CLEWISTON FL (Friday,
March 9, 2018) — Over $47,400
in equipment is being purchased
for Hendry Regional Medical
Center and the LaBelle Conven-
ient Care Center along with fund-
ing a healthcare scholarship for a
local student, thanks to the Janu-
ary 20th Annual WISH (Women
Involved in Supporting the Hos-
pital) Fashion Show fundraiser.   

The event, Flamenco Flair,
was held for 325 ticketholders at
the John Boy Auditorium, which
was transformed with huge fans
hung high on the walls, chande-
liers and lace hung from the ceil-
ings, red and black decor with
table centerpieces of tall vases
with red flowers and black feath-
ers or wine bottles with cande-
labras and candles. 

The event included the fashion
show with local residents as mod-
els as well as a very popular de-
signer purse raffle, which brought
in $13,000. 

Heather Vallejo was the winner
of the Louis Vuitton tote and
wristlet and that purse alone
raised over $3100.  

Bello’s Jewelry & Gifts do-
nated two beautiful Mabe pearl
necklace and earring sets. 

Cindy Carroll, WISH Presi-
dent stated “We absolutely could
not put on such an event without
the support of local residents and
businesses.  You have to remem-
ber our fashion show is a
fundraiser so we want to have
everything possible donated, from
purses to orange juice and cham-
pagne for mimosas to makeup
and hairspray for our stylists to
use on our models.”  

Local businesses such as Stan-
ton Mobile Homes, HE Hill
Foundation, Inc., and the Mar-
tinez family are all Platinum
Sponsors of $3,000 each. 

There were five Gold Sponsors
($1000): CS Aesthetics and Dr.
Leonard Carroll, Dr. Earle E. Ed-
wards Orthodontics, Sunshine
Family Medicine, Frierson Farms
(Alan and Ardis Hammock), and
H&R of Belle Glade, Inc.  Clyde
Johnson Contracting and Ricky
Redish Insurance both donated
$500 along with several donors of
varying amounts: Dr. and Mrs.
Karim Kaki, Karson Turner, Karl
Larsen, Sugar Realty, and Hospi-
tal providers FirstPath Laboratory
Services and Wellington Imaging
Associates. 

Leo Sanchez, audio engineer,
opened the fashion show with the
song “Havana Nights” and the

The Moore Haven Lions Club will
meet on Thursday, March 15 at 5:30 PM
at the offices of the Glades County
Sheriff’s Department to finalize plans
for the Easter Sunrise Sausage and Pan-
cakes Breakfast, which is held for the
benefit of the Ronald McDonald
Homes. These homes are for families to
stay while visiting  their critically ill
children in nearby hospitals.

County deal
would share
with Clewis-
ton the cost of
a building 
official
SPECIAL TO THE SUNDAY NEWS

CLEWISTON FL (Friday, March 9,
2018) — City commissioners have
scheduled a Redevelopment Workshop
for March 23, 2018 at 11:00 am.  

In recent weeks, the commission
has negotiated with Hendry County to
share the cost of building inspection
services.

The county prepared an interlocal
agreement at Clewiston’s request.
Mayor Mali Gardner signed it Feb. 19.

Both the county and town operate
building departments.

Clewiston employs only one li-
censed building inspector, who also
performs a full slate of other duties.
The partnership with the coiunty
would enable Clewiston to request
building inspection services from the
county at a rate of $65 per hour.   The
county’s cost for the employee woiuld
be in the range of $90 per hour.

The County commissioners are
mulling revisions to Hendry county’s
Noise control ordinance.  The text of
revisions appear on page 7.

Commissioner Karson Turner has
been active lately in an effort to staff
the Training Center in Moore Haven
with an administrator. 

FROM COMBINED SOURCES

LaBELLE, FL (Friday, March
9, 2018) — The Marjory Stone-
man Douglas High School Public
Safety Act that barely passed in
the Florida Senate Monday
evening, and passed in the Florida
House Wednesday night, today
became law with Florida Gover-
nor Rick Scott’s signature.

Hendry County
The Board of Education is

mulling over the issues raised in a
protective “Archangel” program
proposed last week by Sheriff
Steve Whidden and Schools Supt.
Paul Puletti which would both
deter and deflect shooters menac-
ing schools.

Puletti will ask the Board of
Education later this month to au-
thorize concealed carry rules for
employees of the district who are
not union members, and seek to
discuss with the union those as-
pects of the plan that are bargain-
ing issues.

“We will have to go to the
table, and negotiate,” Puletti told
a press conference last week.

Those employees who aren’t in
a union may have to be addition-
ally compensated, Puletti noted.

Tallahassee
The state legislation focuses on

issues like bump stocks and rais-
ing the age for rifle purchases,
calls for increased school security
and mental health services, allows
law enforcement to confiscate
firearms from those who are legit-
imate threats to themselves and
others, and allows specific school
employees to carry guns on school
grounds.

The bill also includes money
for school districts to hire more
school resource officers, and pro-
grams that beef up mental health
services. There is a provision that
expands the powers of law en-
forcement by allowing them to
temporarily suspend someone’s
gun rights if they are admitted for
psychiatric evaluation under the
state Baker Act. They could also
petition a court to extend the sus-
pension of powers over the 72-
hour life of the Baker Act to 60
days.

The legislation creates the
“Risk Protection Order Act” that
allows police to petition a court to
allow law enforcement to tem-
porarily seize ammunition and
guns for up to a year from a person
who “poses a significant danger of
causing personal injury to himself
or herself or others.”

Under this risk protection order
section of the bill, a judge can
grant the order based on a variety
of criteria, including whether the
gun owner has committed or
threatened an act of violence in the
prior year, is a stalker or has been
convicted, had adjudication with-
held or pleaded no contest to a do-
mestic violence charge. In
emergency situations, police can
seize the weapons without a full
hearing, which would be con-
ducted after the fact.

Hendry
school
board mulls
concealed
carry as
Florida
adopts bill

Puletti

Commissioners sign off on sale of
Airglades, await FAA approval

Hendry county’s commissioners approved a Purchase and Sale Agreement this month with Air-
glades International Airport, LLC for Airglades Airport – The agreement is subject to the approval
of Federal Aviation Administration.

Women Involved in Supporting the Hospital
Fashion Show fundraiser nets $47K

stage lit up with the first model
in a flamenco-style gown. Fash-
ions were provided by Roland
Martin’s Marina, Joey’s Girls,
CATO of Clewiston, and Mari-
bel’s Bridal & Fashions of West
Palm Beach and ranged from ca-
sual to evening gown and tuxe-
does. The show culminated with
bridal party fashions. Deena Per-
ryman was the show’s emcee
and director. 

So many are involved with an
event of this magnitude that it’s
difficult to thank everyone, but
the members of WISH are grate-
ful to everyone who donated. 

WISH was founded in 2012
and currently has 29 members.
The funds raised from the fash-
ion show and various smaller
fundraising events during the

year go toward an annual health-
care scholarship (Carlie Snook is
the most recent recipient) and
equipment for the hospital based
on a needs list that is given to the
members from the Hospital ad-
ministration. Since its inception
WISH has raised over $230,000
for HRMC. 

According to Brenda Lopez,
Decorating chairperson, “We are
already working on our January
19, 2019 event. Our decor and
theme are always kept secret as
part of the allure.  Something this
good takes a lot of work and
we’re up to it.”


