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25 cents

Spaghetti 
dinners
OCA Spaghetti Dinner: The Ortona

Community Association’s first
spaghetti buffet dinner of the year on

Saturday, January 13th, from 5:00
p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the Commu-

nity Park Building, 2086 Ortona
Locks Road (Highway 78A).  The

all-you-can-eat spaghetti buffet fea-
tures pasta with delicious original

recipe meat sauce, tossed salad, hot
garlic bread, green beans, dessert,
coffee, and iced tea, all for $8.00.

Funds from this charitable event sup-
port programs for Ortona children

and the Ortona library.

For information contact Fran Way at
863-675-7880 or email fran-

wayrn@aol.com.
Eat in or take home for family sup-

per.
Mary's famous meatballs with Barb's

sauce, fresh salad, Ice Tea, desert
Friday, January 12, 2018, Serving 5

PM till 7 PM or until sold out.
Good Shepherd Church

Clewiston
City 
commission
agenda

CLEWISTON, FL (Friday, Jan.
5, 2018) — Clewiston commis-
sioners Monday to discuss resur-
facing of roads.  Any person will
be allowed to speak on any matter
that pertains to City business.

Also on the agenda:
Resolution No. 2018-02 – Res-

olution No. 2018-02 authorizes the
Mayor to execute an agreement for
professional services for an archi-
tect to provide the necessary plans
and drawings for the renovations
to the existing building at 300
South Berner Road, Clewiston, FL
33440 for a new police station.

Exhibit: Agenda Item Report
No. 4.  Recommendation: Recom-
mended motion is to approve Res-
olution No. 2018-02.

Resolution No. 2018-01 – Res-
olution No. 2018-01 approves an
agreement titled “State of Florida
Department of Transportation
Memorandum of Agreement” for
highway maintenance and author-
izes the City Manager to execute
said agreement on behalf of the
City. This agreement is $4,570.04
more than the current agreement.

Recommendation: Recom-
mended motion is to approve Res-
olution No. 2018-01.

Ordinance No. 2018-01 – First
Reading – Ordinance 2018-01 re-
vises Article III of the City’s Code
of Laws and Ordinances modify-
ing the City’s purchasing proce-
dures.

Recommendation: Recom-
mended motion is to approve Or-
dinance No. 2018-01 on first
reading and set the public hearing
for February 5, 2018.

January 1937. "Planting beans near Belle Glade, Florida." 4x5 nitrate negative 
by Arthur Rothstein for the Farm Security Administration.

John Thomas of Thomas Pro-
duce died last weekend at the age
of 97.

Mr Thomas was one of the few
remaining pioneers to begin large
scale commercial vegetable pro-
duction in Florida. 

In the dawn of the 1900s, John
Thomas’s, destiny as a farmer
was sowed in a field outside Buf-
falo, New York, with a few sticks
of dynamite. His father, Angelo,
dynamited old stumps to clear the
land in favor of beans and other
vegetables.  As an infant, he was
out in the fields with his parents,
even though he was too young to
pick.   By the 1930s, the family
was growing crops for canning:

beans, tomatoes, cabbage, cauli-
flower, raspberries and strawber-
ries. 

During World War II, John
Thomas's role as a food producer
was so vital to the country that the
government exempted him from
military service. After the war, the
industry in New York began to
change, with vegetable growing
for canning moving to other
states.

Thomas had his eye on
Florida, where he believed the
fresh winter vegetable market
could be a good one. By the late
1950s, Thomas had his first crop
of beans, squash and bell peppers
on 800 acres in southern Palm

Beach County, founding Thomas
Produce Company. Today,
Thomas Produce is operated by
his seven children and hundreds
of dedicated employees in pro-
viding quality vegetables to cus-
tomers who want to be sure they
are getting the freshest produce
available.

The Thomas family has owned
and operated its Florida farm and
business since 1958. Today,
Thomas Produce is recognized as
the largest vegetable-growing op-
eration in the state of Florida, with
13,000 acres in Palm Beach, Mar-
tin, St. Lucie and Hendry coun-
ties.

Thomas Produce produces

over five million boxes each year
of bell peppers, specialty peppers,
squash, cucumbers and green
beans – each grown, harvested
and delivered at the peak of fresh-
ness and to the highest standards
of quality.

With over three generations
strong, Thomas family farming
legacy continues with its mission
to grow food in harmony with na-
ture and respecting the complex
and subtle balance of our ecosys-
tems. The family’s goal is simple,
too: to provide healthy, delicious
food for people to enjoy today, to-
morrow – and for generations to
come.

Before ink dries quoting 
State Sen. Joe Negron 

vowing reservoir will save 
estuaries, speakers

at Water Management prove it can’t

Pioneer produce grower John Thomas dies at 97

USSC Vice President Mal-
colm Wade told a committee of
the Water Management district
Thursday morning he had doubts
that the district was being clear in
its summary of benefits expected
from the reservoir planned in SB-
10.

“A question on the pie charts .
. . .

“When it says, based on dis-
charges eliminated by authorized
projects. . . .

I’m assuming that the author-
ized projects with the C-43, C-44,
Indian River Lagoon, the CEPP
projects, and all that.  You know,
the only thing is that that be-
comes misleading with all these
charts with these projects, be-
cause it implies that these projects
are going to produce some gigan-
tic benefit.  

“And I would suspect that if
you were to look at all of the proj-
ects except the reservoir, and then

look at the incremental benefit
from the reservoir, it would be a
very small percentage.

Once you put the bridges
under U.S. 41, and you do all the
other CEPP stuff, which are re-
quired first, all this reservoir is, is
a little holding cell to hold water
leading into the STAs, and the
others are accomplishing all the
significant benefits.

“I think it may be misleading
in your report if you’re saying
that these are the benefits from
the reservoir.  It needs to be
clearly defined that it’s the bene-
fits from all those projects.

“In addition, this report is
showing results based on the
model for the last 40 years, the
period of record.  You know, that
takes averages, and averages we
know can be misleading.   That
means in a year when there were
600,000 acre feet that would have
gone to the estuaries, this reser-

voir in the CEPP projects proba-
bly eliminate that —so it’s 100%.   

The threatening years
“What’s not shown here is the

real target they were after, which
is 1998, 2004, 2005, 2013, 2016,
and 2017.  Really, what does this
do for you in those years?  And I
suggest that it does almost noth-
ing.  I mean, if you pick the 240,
if it’s not full, if it’s empty you’re
going to put 240,000 acre feet in
there and let it sit, because of all
those years of conservation areas
were above schedule and could-
n’t take water.

“So, it becomes a little mis-
leading to show these kind of per-
centage results when in those
very years that they’re trying to
claim that they’re going to reduce
the discharges to the estuaries,
you really don’t help the estuar-
ies.  And I keep saying this . . . .

“Like in 2016, over 5 million

acre feet went to the estuaries
from local basin and lake dis-
charges.

“If you put in 240,000 acre
feet into a reservoir, you’re going
to now have 4.8 million that went
to the estuaries, and the percent-
ages are not significant.

“I know the Act said, ‘look at
how you’re going to reduce the
lake discharges to the estuaries.’

“But people need to have a re-
alistic understanding that this is
not anyway near going to solve
your issue of those high discharge
years into the estuaries.  It’s not
going to have these kind of re-
sults.  I urge you in your report
somehow to address something
with these high discharge years,
and what that’s going to mean to
them, because to the general pub-
lic they need to understand this,
because this is not solving the
issue.”

BY RAOUL BATALLER

WEST PALM BEACH, FL
(Thursday, Jan. 4) — This week
West Palm area environmentalists
staged a public meeting in which
State Senator Joe Negron was in-
vited to comment on his SB-10
bill.

He gave an East Coast reporter
an opportunity to quote him
pledging, in the reporter’s story in
TCPalm, “to make sure the reser-
voir being planned to cut harmful
Lake Okeechobee discharges to
the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee
rivers will be big enough to do the
job.

Hours later at the Water Man-
agement district’s headquarters on
Gun Club road, it was apparent
that no reservoir of merely a quar-
ter million acre feet can stave such
floods in the St. Lucie estuaries as
neared 5 million acre feet.

"It's my personal commitment
for this legislative session," the
Florida Senate President said dur-
ing a TCPalm Pop-up event at
Ground Floor Farm in Stuart.”

Negron, a Stuart Republican,
stopped short of saying — as sev-
eral people in the crowd did — the
project the South Florida Water
Management District is designing
is too small.

On Tuesday, the opening day of
the Florida Legislature's 2018 ses-
sion, the district is scheduled to
give legislators an update on plan-
ning for the reservoir project.

"I don't want to criticize the
verdict before the jury has ...
started to deliberate," said Negron,
a longtime attorney. 

Speakers at the district meeting

today included a veteran water
watcher Newton Cook, who
lamented such misinformation cir-
culation “among the people on the
East and West coast, when they
look at this, they see . . . . ‘Oh, boy,
this is going to . . . .’

“It’s not.  We can’t keep telling
them.  

U.S. Sugar vice president
Bubba Wade also spoke, saying
that some district summaries of
the reservoir project were mis-
leading, as much of the district
date resorted to average rainfalls
over decades.

Cook agreed.
“And you’re exactly right,

Bubba.  Averages don’t mean a
damned thing.   The only thing
that counts are wet years.  In dry
years, no problem.  In normal
years, no problem.  The minute we
get to the 2016, 2017, that’s the
only year you need to model, be-
cause that’s when you have prob-
lems.”

Bubba Wade:
“The reservoir was always for

the Everglades water supply. Now,
we’re looking at it as a savior for
the estuaries that it is not going to
be.  Let’s call the reservoir what it
really is, which is really a kind of
a reservoir for the Everglades to
get them their water.  And it may
help in some of the estuaries
things, but it’s not going to help in
high years when they’re getting
blown away.”

Clewiston, dawn, Thursday
morning near freezing


